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Art Breathes Life into Closed School 
                                                   Artists’ Work Invites New Look at an Old Space 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Baltimore, MD — Art Project PLASE, found on 3549 Old Frederick Road in West Baltimore, 
is an old school house owned by the non-profit organization Project PLASE. Currently, it is 
the site of a set of pop-up art exhibitions featuring international artists that work primarily in 
installation based art. The newest exhibition, Some Assembly Required, investigates the 
interior space of this old schoolhouse through the distinct vision of two emerging artists Seon 
Young Park (Mount Royal, MICA 2015) and Doo-hyun Yoon (Mount Royal, MICA 2016). 
Some Assembly Required seeks to bring individuals together into this place, once a public 
school, and now a site in transition, to experience artworks that look to alter and interrupt the 
environments they reside. 
 
Each artist’s work investigates inhabitable structures, though on very different scales. 
Through manipulation of physical constructs like clothing and architecture, or more 
conceptual ideas of time and collaboration, Park and Yoon find ways to draw new awareness 
to the places they work. Materials for the exhibit are primarily found on site — recycling 
contextual histories of the objects found in the space into new content. Through use of 
textiles, wood, and other found materials — Some Assembly Required presents delicate 
interruptions that invite curiosity and newfound awareness regarding the rooms of the 
schoolhouse. Their installations transform the place, once left in the past, to focus on 
newfound experience and the present. 
 
Project PLASE is an organization whose mission is to help those who are homeless, or in 
some other serious life-transition, find the resources get to a better place. The building was 
formerly Bernadine’s Catholic School, which closed in June 2010. Project PLASE then 
purchased and currently manages the site. Curator Yeim Bae worked with partners last 
spring to transform it into a temporary exhibition space for her MFA thesis project at 
Maryland Institute College of Art, titled Project 837. After the site’s life as an art venue, 
Project PLASE intends to renovate it, transforming the building into housing and support 
center for homeless citizens. They are currently raising funds to support the renovation.  
 
Some Assembly Required opens to the public October 26th and will run through November 
30th. Visiting hours are by appointment (artprojectplase@gmail.com). Please contact 
curators for more information regarding the project. 
 
Co-curators | Yeim Bae – abae@mica.edu & Christopher Beer – cbeerart@gmail.com 
 

Exhibition Title: Some Assembly Required 
Where: Art Project PLASE  

             3549 Old Frederick Road Baltimore MD 
Date: October 26th - November 30th, by appointment 

Opening Assembly: Saturday, November 7th, 2-5 PM 
Please visit our website: someassemblyrequired2015.wordpress.com 
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Artist’s Bios 
 

Seon Young Park 

is a storyteller speaking with the language of 

visual materials. She was born in 1987, 

Seoul, growing up in a family of artists, with 

her dancer mother and pianist sister. Her 

mother told them fairy tales of Hans 

Anderson everyday that enriched her 

emotions. She has been studying how to 

visualize imagination since her years as a 

teenager. She currently lives and creates art 

in the Baltimore, MD, focusing on 

experimental narrative. Park is a recipient of 

the 2015 MFA Studio Fellowship at Bromo 

Seltzer Tower from Maryland Institute 

College of Art, Baltimore, MD. 

 

Doo-hyun Yoon  

is a Korean artist. He intervenes in the 

condition of site and specific environments, 

finding narratives in the space. He was born in 

1986 in Busan, Korea. He received his BFA 

from University of Seoul in 2011. He studied 

environmental sculpture for his BFA. He was 

awarded the artist-incubating program in 2012 

at open space Bae for 1 year. From 2014, he 

has studied at Maryland Institute College of 

Art’s Mount Royal School of Art for his MFA 

Degree. 
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Curator’s Bios 
 

Yeim (Amy) Bae was born and raised in Seoul, South Korea. She received her BFA in 

Curatorial Studies and Art Management from Dongduk Women's University in Seoul, Korea. 

She was interested in non-profit, experimental art organizations and in developing public 

education programs designed to enhance social engagement and community outreach. 

Based on these interests, she interned at a non-profit gallery in Korea called the Gallery 

Space. She earned her MFA in Curatorial Practice from Maryland Institute College of Art with 

her thesis exhibition Project 837: Home and Homelessness – a socially engaged art show at 

a transformed, abandoned school building, owned by Project PLASE, which served as a 

catalyst for this project. She also has a passion for linguistics and literature. 

Christopher Beer earned his BFA in Painting from Michigan State University in 2005, and 

soon moved to Davis, California, where he was a preparator at the Pence Gallery in Davis, 

California, and University of California Davis’s Design Museum. Working through exhibitions 

and as an artist, he learned about the power of local art practice while also exhibiting his 

artwork in regional and international venues. Beer is interested in exploring how art can 

educate and inspire. He was awarded a fellowship from Maryland Institute College of Art 

(MICA) to take part in a residency at Mildred’s Lane in Narrowsburg, New York. There, he 

experienced the artist J. Morgan Puett’s ever-evolving philosophy while preparing for an 

exhibition, A Proximity of Consciousness: Art and Social Action, with a group of multi-

talented collaborators from around the globe. He earned his MFA in Curatorial Practice from 

MICA after completing his thesis exhibition Synergy — a collaborative, multidisciplinary art 

exhibition and event at Johns Hopkins’ Homewood Campus that explored the effects of litter 

on Baltimore City’s waterways. Beer believes art is a catalyst for change and an effective tool 

for community development and dispersal of big ideas. 
 

Some Assembly Required is a satellite show for the congruent exhibition Project 837 
Part 2: Home and Homelessness, which will be held at VisArts in Rockville, MD from 
October 28th to December 13th, 2015 with an opening reception on October 30th from 
5-7 PM.  
 
Please visit: http://www.visartsatrockville.org for more information on this exhibit. 


